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The children featured in the exhibit of Art&Soul Dreams are only a small 

number of the children in Michigan who are in need of permanent homes. 

There are approximately 13,000 in foster care across the state at any given 

time. Currently, there are more than 300+ children who don’t have an  

identified adoptive family. They are generally between the ages of 8-17, and 

many have special emotional, intellectual, and/or physical needs. Nearly all 

of them have experienced abuse or neglect. Some of these 

children have been waiting several years for an adoptive family 

and have had multiple foster care and residential placements, 

resulting in numerous losses and separations. 

The children in this exhibit are beautiful, they have many 

talents, they hope for better tomorrows, they worry about the 

unknown, they have waited too long and they dream of  

belonging to a family. We are hopeful that as this lovely exhibit travels across 

Michigan, a family will see them and take the next step in the adoption process.

We invite you to experience the Art&Soul of these children, develop a  

resolve to share what you see here, and invite others into this conversation  

we call “Forever Families.”

All children need love, guidance, and a sense  
of belonging that only a family can provide.

Every Child
Deserves a H  me

EVERY CHILD IS A WORK OF ART

DR E A M S

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
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Art&Soul Dreams is a 501(c)3. This initiative is designed to both raise  

awareness and increase the rate of adoption for children in the Michigan  

Foster Care and Adoption system. To achieve this mission, we have generated  

an exceptional traveling photo exhibit where every child is seen as a work  

of ART. The exhibit features photos of children taken by photographers  

recognized for their excellence. Booklets are available at the exhibits to share 

the images and stories as well as their hopes and dreams. It is our goal that 

100% of the children featured will be matched with families, mentors or  

community opportunities. Once seen, we believe the people of Michigan  

will open their hearts to them in this sensitive and compelling exhibit.

Knowing everyone has the power to create durable change on a small  

and grand scale motivates Art&Soul Dreams. We are not a housing facility  

or agency. Rather, Art&Soul Dreams partners with the State of Michigan  

and local agencies in shaping our communities to be places that believe  

EVERY CHILD IS A WORK OF ART.

YOU CAN HELP!
Share this booklet | Become a mentor or foster parent

Give a child a loving home

The Soul of a Child is Waiting…

WELCOME TO THE FIFTH ANNUAL

Traveling Exhibit

EVERY CHILD IS A WORK OF ART

DR E A M S

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
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Elizabeth
When you ask Elizabeth how she would describe herself, she can do so in one word: “extra!” 

Don’t ask, “extra what?,” because all 14-year olds know what “extra” means.  Extra means 

exuberant, expressive, and independent. Extra is a fancy car and a bedazzled phone case. 

It’s a scrupulously organized makeup collection with plenty of glitter.  It’s knowing what you 

want and saying what you mean. Extra is fabulous, bubbly, and bright. Lizzie (always Lizzie, 

‘Elizabeth’ is not extra) is every bit of this, but more. 

Underneath the glitter and glam, Lizzie has a softer, more sensitive side. She loves puppies 

and babies, watermelon, smoothies, and the color pink. With her friends, she is loyal and 

generous. Lizzie is a dedicated student and a self-proclaimed “clean freak.” Some days she 

wants to be a movie star, other days she thinks she might go to medical school. She wants to 

feed the hungry, but also to have her own YouTube channel. She loves to perform and make 

people laugh, but she also wants to write a book one day. 

Lizzie deserves a family that will see all of her, the innate and the extra, and honor every 

facet of who she is. In return, she will bring the whole spectrum of her brightness into a  

forever home that needs her light. 

— Photographed by Janelle Chesnutt —

http://www.mare.org
http://www.janellechesnuttphotography.com
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Elizabeth
When asked what he looks for in a forever family, Nehemiah’s answer is simple and direct: 

“Someone to keep me safe.” His frankness is one of the first things you notice about him, 

after his appearance: carefully groomed and dressed for every occasion. He is courteous, even 

charming. Under the surface, though, there is a depth of spirit waiting to be brought to light. 

“Nehemiah” means “God is faithful,” which is apt; despite the challenges he has faced in his 

14 years, Nehemiah takes his faith seriously. 

Nehemiah hopes to be welcomed into a family who will show him what earthly faithful-

ness looks like. Parents who understand and guide him with respect and fairness. A grand-

mother, maybe, who he could confide in, who would laugh at his jokes. A dad, someone to 

take him to the barbershop and to church, who would teach him to work, and earn, and 

keep his promises. A mom he could cook with on a Friday evening: burgers and tacos and 

homemade pizza. 

He imagines a real home, a forever home. Someplace with a basketball hoop, and a dog, 

and plenty of space for Nehemiah to play and laugh and be a kid for a few more years. A 

home where, in twenty years, he might pull his car into the driveway, turn to another little 

boy, and say, “This is where I grew up.” 

— Photographed by William Dwyer —

Nehemiah

http://www.mare.org
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Harmonie
Harmonie’s dimples almost speak for her. Tentative at first, then something makes  

her laugh and you can see them, dancing in the sparkle of her blue eyes. It is not hard to 

make her laugh, for she is a girl who finds great joy in small things; the figuratively small,  

certainly—a joke with a friend, singing along with her favorite song, turning a cartwheel--but 

also the literally small. When speaking about the fascination of birds and beasts or the sweetness 

of babies, her face shines so earnestly you are reminded of a fairy tale heroine, the type whose 

compassion inspires forest creatures to stitch them ballgowns. Princess Harmonie, you  

imagine, a lost princess yearning to be found.  

Fantasy aside, Harmonie is a very real girl, only 14 years into the writing of her own life 

story. No stranger to adversity, she faces the challenges of life with hard work and patience. 

Those who know her praise her for her kindness, and for the good will she brings to every 

encounter. Hope is the virtue that guides Harmonie: hope that she will be found. She is not 

looking for a palace, just a cozy home with, as she puts it, a “nice, loving family:” parents to 

embrace her, younger siblings to dote on, pets to cuddle. A forever family for Harmonie: her 

happily ever after, to be written in love. 

— Photographed by Brita Brookes —

http://www.mare.org
http://www.britabrookesgraphics.com
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Back when you were twelve years old, you admired a girl like Lilyana. Maybe she was on 

your volleyball team, that friendly, supportive teammate who kept spirits high. You might 

have seen her in the library, jotting ideas for poems in her notebook between classes. She 

could have been the girl next door, who you would sometimes hear practicing her guitar  

on warm weekend afternoons. She might have been the honor roll student who helped  

you understand tricky math problems, or the best friend who cheered you up on rough  

days. When we remember those momentous middle years, girls like Lily are the bright spots.  

Their patience, kindness, and grace eased the way as you grew together.

Now you are grown, on the other side, with a chance to meet this special person again. 

Here is Lily, precious as the flower on the water, lovely and deep. Everything you remember, 

the athlete, the artist, the poet, the smartest girl in class, all are present in this powerful and 

resilient girl. You see talent, intelligence, and strength of spirit, but in the space behind her 

eyes, the one gift Lily still waits for the family that will give her roots, to whom she will give 

the whole of her generous heart. When that family finds her, they will recognize the daughter, 

sister, teammate, and friend they have waited for all their lives. When they find her, they  

will love her fiercely for the one and only Lily she is.

— Photographed by Tim Tonachella —

Lily

http://www.mare.org
https://www.facebook.com/tim.tonachella
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Andrew
In the tradition of Japanese manga, there is an archetypal character known as the shonen, 

a young boy destined for a big adventure. He begins his journey alone, unsure of his gifts, but 

as he moves into the world, he meets allies and sensei who show him that through discipline, 

loyalty, and sacrifice, he can discover his true self, his life mission, and finally, his chosen 

family. In Andrew, this handsome and sharp-eyed 15-year old, we meet a true shonen, whose 

story is still in its first chapters.

In his pocket, Andrew carries a talisman of strength, though it may look like a toy to 

the unimaginative: his favorite Beyblade, “Stone Pegasus.” This artifact connects him with 

friends who share his imagination and curiosity, though soon it may be time to pass it on to 

someone younger. A brother, maybe. He would be a great brother.

Through video games, Andrew has explored a hundred fantasy worlds, but he dreams of 

visiting Japan, where the heroes of his imagination were created. He tries on these identities 

through costumes he creates, turning himself into the superheroes whose stories captivate 

him.  This engaging, active, creative young man is preparing himself for what is coming. He 

has stories to write, stories to live, an adventure waiting just around the corner. Andrew, the 

shonen, waits and hopes to meet the wise ones: the sensei, the companions, the forever family 

who will see the secret power within him. They will choose him, see his strength, and help 

him rise, the hero he was destined to be. 

— Photographed by Melissa Coulier — 

http://www.mare.org
http://www.melissacoulier.com
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Andrew
Spend a little time gazing at 9-year old Aries, and you will soon see how suited she is to her 

astrological name. This young lady radiates star quality, and will dazzle you with a constellation 

of talents and enthusiasms. Give her a chance, and she will lift your heart with a song or  

impress you with a dance. The ones she knows right now might be from TikTok, but she  

plans to master ballet as well. In fact, she has a list of arts and she hopes to try: gymnastics, 

cheerleading, acting, music, dance... You get the feeling that she will not be satisfied as a 

“triple threat.” She will want to go for a full half-dozen. 

Bubbly, energetic Aries has so many dreams of how she might spend time with her forever 

family. She is learning to cook, and cannot wait to make a meal with her very own forever 

family, chatting and telling stories the whole time. Or maybe, on a warm afternoon, they 

could take a family bike trip to McDonald’s for a Happy Meal, or to a corner store where she 

might blow her allowance on gummy worms. She describes the place she would love to come 

home to: a trampoline in the backyard, affectionate parents, kids in the neighborhood, and 

pets. Lots of pets. Bunnies, fish, turtles, a parrot she could teach to talk--she has big ideas. 

Big ideas come naturally to this little girl with a big imagination. Her eyes glow with the 

promise of brighter days coming. When the stars align for Aries, she will be united with the 

family who will welcome her light. 

— Photographed by Ingrid Evert — 

Aries

http://www.mare.org
https://www.chroniclephotographyllc.com
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When 10-year old Jarrett arrived for his photoshoot, smiling shyly at the new faces, 

someone handed him something magical: a camera of his own. And so, as his photographer 

adjusted her lenses and apertures, intent on capturing Jarrett in all his exuberant boyhood, 

Jarrett lifted the instamatic camera to his eye and studied her right back. His imagination  

was fully captured by the world beyond that lens, and he left that day with a new art to  

pursue and the promise of an internship in a few years.

Photography is a means of holding a subject in perfect stillness, snatching singular  

moments out of the river of time. Throughout the session, the photographer took dozens 

of shots of Jarrett exploring, posing, and playing. Looking through the proofs, each photo 

reflects a facet of who Jarret is: proud, curious, friendly, sensitive, enthusiastic, wistful. In the 

river, however, these characteristics flow into each other in ripples of color and noise,  

a cascade of cacophonous childhood. 

A boy without a family is like a river with no banks. There is energy and beauty, but too 

little direction. Give the river a bed to lie in, however--a channel to flow through, a valley to 

protect it, and an infinite ocean to aim for--and it becomes a force. You can see that potential 

in Jarrett as he digs intently through his Legos, skips and dodges during a game of tag,  

concentrates on mastering a new skill, or focuses his gaze through the lens of a camera. 

Now, cast your eye downstream, and imagine Jarrett as a teen, as a photography intern, as an 

engineering student, as a man. In the shelter of a family, fed by the love and encouragement of 

parents who take joy in his brilliant boyishness, just imagine. Jarrett’s power lights up the world. 

— Photographed by Lisa Spindler — 

Jarrett

http://www.mare.org
http://www.spindlerproject.com
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Gabriel, a gregarious eleven-year old in the “arms-and-legs” phase of growing up, is passionate 

about his favorite video games. When you spawn your Minecraft avatar, he explains, the first 

thing you have to do is build a shelter. Otherwise you won’t survive. Players start with nothing 

but their bare hands, you see, but over time, if you can avoid the hostile “mobs” that prowl at 

night, you can collect and manage the resources, tools and materials you need to build whatever 

you dream--elaborate structures, from cabins to castles, rafts to roller coasters. Children like 

Gabriel, striving to find balance between security and discovery, find freedom in Minecraft,  

Roblox, and similar digital worlds. These games offer a just system and a boundless horizon; 

every player has access to everything they need to build the world they want to see. 

In analog life, safe homes cannot be built in a day. For now, though, that doesn’t dampen 

Gabe’s optimism. Ask him to describe the family he is waiting for, and he answers confidently:  

“Active, active, active.” Loving parents who will take him camping, swimming, hiking, and 

biking. Siblings to share a swingset in the backyard and play basketball with him in the  

driveway.  A dog, for sure, that can romp as untiringly as he can. A comfy couch where he 

can curl up to watch a  superhero movie, crammed in close with people who love him. 

A palace of pixels is a wonderful place to play, but it can’t keep you safe when the  

real-world monsters come. Fortunately, when the unbounded, delirious love of a child like 

Gabriel enters a home, the humblest abode becomes a castle. Somewhere, someday, there  

will be a castle for Gabe. He will stand upon the turrets he helped to build, and he will see 

the shining vistas waiting for him.

— Photographed by Scottie Magro —

Jarrett
Gabriel

http://www.mare.org
http://www.scottiemagro.com


LaKayla
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LaKayla dances. She creates. She gets her hands dirty, molding clay to suit the shape of 

what she imagines. LaKayla smiles, soft and sweet, because the dreams in her head are so 

much lovelier than the concrete under her feet and the brick wall before her eyes. LaKayla 

has a secret song to sing, softly at first, but stronger every day. She has a heart to give, hurt 

but whole, and holy.

Fifteen years old is a tumultuous time to be a girl without a mother to go home to. LaKayla 

dances anyway. She dances her loss, she dances her found, she dances herself. She learns to 

keep her feet under her and turn. Turn on the volleyball court, ready, set. Turn in the water, 

kick to the surface. Turn to a friend and listen, take turns, turn over a new card, a new leaf, a 

new page. Turn to the one asking for help. Turn, and reach, and extend a hand.

Extend. Extend the leg, extend the leap, extend your reach and dance. Dance until you 

find your balance. Dance until there’s a place to land. Dance until she finds you, the one who 

chooses you forever, who turns to you, reaches out, and says, “Come home.”

— Photographed by Elayne Gross — 

http://www.mare.org
http://www.elaynegrossphotography.com
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From the time he was very small, Ardez has been fascinated by superheroes. He is eleven 

now, and the action figures spend more time on the shelf, but the stories endure. 

If you want to grow up to be a superhero, where do you start? 

First of all, you need an origin story. A crash landing on a distant planet, a bite from a 

radioactive spider, the loss of a loved one--in the best origin stories, there is struggle, and fear. 

Loneliness. The hero has to know pain, because when you have been hurt, you learn to see 

the hurt in others. That’s what makes you want to help. Ardez wants to help.

As he gets older, the hero has to work hard. He wakes up early, ready to go. It takes time to 

discover your powers. Clark Kent joined the football team, and so did Ardez, because heroes 

know how to work with a team. Heroes learn to be leaders. Like Ardez, they start by looking 

after people who are smaller than them. 

To be a great hero, you need faithful friends. Peter Parker has Tony Stark. Barry Allen has  

Professor West. Dick Grayson has Bruce Wayne, and Bruce Wayne has Alfred. They don’t always 

find each other right away. The search can be laden with obstacles, in fact, but as the Green  

Lantern tells us, “no matter how bad things get, something good is out there, over the horizon.” 

When the young hero finally finds his chosen family, there is no battle he can’t survive. 

Ardez is a hero awaiting a hero. He is working, and waiting, and watching the skies. 

— Photographed by Felicia Tolbert — 

http://www.mare.org
http://www.starpointephotography.com
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There is a Hindu proverb, “Help thy brother’s boat across, and lo! Thine own will reach 

the shore.” Isaiah and Elijah understand pulling along in the same boat. These brothers have 

faced rough waters together, and have risen above by hanging on to each other.

Isaiah is 9, and an adventurer. He runs to meet new friends, up for anything: a bike ride, a 

basketball game, a trek to Egypt.  Optimism and laughter fill his sails; he brings fair weather 

wherever he goes. Elijah, 11, takes longer to get his bearings in a new situation. Buoyed by 

Isaiah’s enthusiasm, however, he is eager to launch himself into whatever course is set.

Together, these boys are a two-man crew to be reckoned with. Whether they are grinding 

away at a video game, careening around the floor in bumper cars, or striking a pose at their 

shared photoshoot, they remain fast friends and mutual safeguards. When the storms come, 

they find refuge in each other. Love is their true north; it is both the treasure they seek and 

the bounty they have to give.

The world is too wide, though, for even the best of brothers to be set adrift without a 

guiding star. Together, Isaiah and Elijah search the horizon, hoping that somewhere beyond 

the breakers, someone is keeping a light burning for them, a beacon they can follow to safe 

harbor. Maybe that someone will welcome them ashore, ready to love them and be loved by 

them. Someone ready, at last, to lead the brother’s home. 

— Photographed by Hannah Lepage — 

http://www.mare.org
https://www.facebook.com/hnlepage
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Jalen

Jalen’s favorite car is a Dodge Challenger SRT Demon. Looking at pictures, you can see  

why it would light up the eyes of an 11-year old boy. It has everything a child on the cusp of 

adolescence idealizes: speed, power, control, beauty. One day, Jalen plans to design his own  

car: faster, sleeker, stronger. A car that reflects his own uniqueness, tenacity, and charisma. 

Passion on wheels, painted a sleek, shiny red, Jalen’s favorite color. 

Today, Jalen builds with Legos, but maybe tomorrow he will pop open a hood and look 

around, learn to check tire pressure, change oil, and maintain an engine. Today, he’s teaching 

himself to use computers, but someday, maybe, he will get a chance to study 3D modeling and 

automotive design.  

He knows he needs self-discipline, so he’s learning to find structure and routines that work for 

him. He knows he needs to stay strong and healthy, so he’s making sure to get exercise, working 

hard in gym class and playing basketball outside. He’s eating plenty, of course, and he’s learning 

to cook some of his favorites himself. 

It’s tough, when there aren’t always people around to help you be your best self. Jalen is trying 

anyway. He faces the world with an open heart, fueled by compassion, offering encouragement 

and kindness as readily as he receives it. He keeps himself ready for whatever is coming next. 

One day, he hopes, he will meet a family that will see his dreams and be as excited about 

them as he is. One day, he hopes, someone might get their hands dirty with him, under a car  

or in the kitchen, teaching him the ropes.

One day, he hopes, he will have a place to rest, someone to put their arm around him and say, 

“Jalen, you are amazing, and you are enough. Right now, someday, and every day of your life.” 

— Photographed by Marla Michele Must —

http://www.mare.org
https://www.enchantedbymarlamichele.com
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Success St  ry

Everyone who walks this earth is born into the world with purpose, with a life mission to be 

discovered. Occasionally, some of our life stories hit a roadblock. That was mine just like all the 

children in foster care. Without focusing on the challenges I had early in life, suffice it to say 

there were many. All the while growing up, however, I nurtured a strong sense of self-reliance. I 

could be resentful for the circumstances I found myself (at times my younger self certainly was), 

or I could embrace my youthful experience for giving me the toughness and resiliency I have 

today. In school, divine providence had a hand in guiding me to the right mentors to fill the gap 

and reminded me of my worth. They instilled an understanding of how to actively participate in 

creating the life I wanted and not just moving through it. For that, I am profoundly appreciative. 

Experiencing life at the extremes gave me clarity. With that, I choose to see that time as the 

opportunity to clearly focus on what I wanted for my life, my future. I will not deny my past, 

but it will not define me. I will take the lessons learned to write a new story, a better story for 

my husband and daughter. For those that are reading this, if you are or were in foster care, my 

message is simple. Know that you all are amazing beautiful stars! I know feeling abandoned and 

not loved is hard, but you need to love yourself and search out the people who genuinely love 

you. They are out there looking for you! There is a plan for each of you as well as me, and we 

need to find the courage within to move towards it. We all have the power to change and the 

healing that comes with the power of forgiveness. Trust your instincts and make a commitment 

to yourself that a life of joy will be your legacy!

— Photographed by Melissa Coulier —

MiaKelly

http://www.mare.org
http://www.melissacoulier.com
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Judith Reith was an unlikely candidate for being a foster mother. She was a childless,  

happily unmarried woman who could come and go as she pleased. Her biological clock 

stopped ticking long ago and well, quite frankly, she could care less! She had no designs  

for motherhood as she never really felt that urge herself. She liked to gamble at the racehorse 

track, travel gaily with friends, and she always ate out because the woman couldn’t cook. 

Judith had absolutely no prior experience with the foster care system and yet there she was, 

 in 1995, taking in two teenage foster girls into her home.

What was she thinking!?!

I, her oldest foster daughter, kick off my interview with that very question and ask a lot of 

other probing questions about her time as a foster mother, her thoughts on the system, as well 

as her advice on fostering. Also included is a short story about where I was when Judith took 

me in, an essay on the deep, lasting impact Judith has had on my life over the last 25 years 

and a bonus chapter that features other foster mothers with more recent experiences. 

Although this book is meant to be informative, it is also a celebration of not only the 

most important woman in the world to me but to anyone with a heart like hers who take 

in foster children. 

She currently works at Connect Our Kids (www.connectourkids.org), a nonprofit that offers 

free software that fast tracks the process of finding permanent loving homes for foster children.

Georgette Todd
“No one has control over the life they are  

born into, but we do have control over the life we  
want to create for ourselves after foster care.”

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.connectourkids.org
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Adoption Navigator program is offered through Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange 

at www.mare.org. Adoption Navigators are experienced adoptive parents who offer guidance 

and personal knowledge to potential adoptive families. The Adoption Navigators have many 

years of parenting experience, adopted a number of children, and have knowledge of foster 

care, infant and older, and domestic and international adoption procedures.

Families who contact MARE for initial adoption information will be given the option to 

work with an Adoption Navigator to help guide them through the process. This is a free and 

voluntary service.

Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange | 800-586-6273 | www.mare.org

HOW TO NAVIGATE WWW.MARE.ORG WEBSITE:
  The Advanced Search button on the View Waiting Children link lets you  

  search by gender, age, race and levels of functioning.

  Under the Find a Licensed Agency link, you can look for resources for foster care,  

  child welfare adoptions, infant and international adoptions. 

  On the Events Calendar, you can find training sessions held across Michigan,  

  including orientations and adoptive parent support group meetings. 

Michigan Adoption
Resource Exchange

It is our goal that 100% 

of the children featured 

will be matched with families, 

mentors or community 

opportunities.
Once seen, we believe the  

people of Michigan will open  
their hearts to OUR children in this  

sensitive and compelling exhibit.

LOVE is a 
Super Power

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.mare.org
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Childhood experiences, both positive and negative, have tremendous influence on  

lifelong health and opportunity. Early experiences are an important public health issue.  

This foundational research is referred to as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs).

Learn about preventing ACE’s, their effects on our community, and help guide the  

conversation in how local efforts can build a resilient Michigan. The good news is resilience 

can bring back health and hope!

  Michigan ACE Initiative on Facebook @MichiganACE 
  Michigan Association of Health Plans www.MAHP.org  
  Aces Connection www.acesconnection.com 

Adverse Childhood  
Experiences (ACEs)

CASA Volunteer
(Court Appointed Special Advocate)

Julie Work, a trained CASA volunteer 

advocate, has been appointed by the 

court to provide oversight of foster  

care cases while advocating for children 

who have experienced abuse and/or 

neglect. Every child who comes into 

Family Court is vulnerable, experiencing 

feelings of loss and uncertainty.  

Volunteer advocates like Julie provide 

the court with critical information 

to help them ensure that each child’s 

rights and needs are being met while in foster care. CASA volunteers help jurists develop 

a fuller picture of each child’s life. Their advocacy enables judges and referees to make the 

most well-informed decision for each child. Care House of Oakland County is where Julie 

was trained. Learn more at www.carehouse.org

— Photographed by Erin Bell —

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
https://www.acesconnection.com
http://www.carehouse.org
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WHO CAN ADOPT? 
  Must be 18 years of age - married or single.
  Must have sufficient income- you can own or rent your home.
  Must provide a child with love and stability.
  You do not have to have children of your own.
  Must participate in an orientation and training to begin the adoption process.

WHAT KIND OF INCOME MUST AN ADOPTIVE PARENT HAVE?
  Sufficient income to meet a child’s needs. 
  Most adoptive parents receive financial assistance. Eligibility is determined  
 by the MDHHS Adoption & Guardianship Assistance Office.

  In many cases, children are eligible for continued Medicaid after adoption.  

WHAT IS A HOME STUDY?
  Knowledge, preparation, and communication are the keys to successfully  
 completing a home study. 

  A home study is conducted after you complete an orientation class and an  
 application to adopt or foster. 

  In addition, there are screening references, training requirements, and criminal  
 history/background checks.

HOW LONG WILL THE ADOPTION PROCESS TAKE?
  When you contact an agency, you will be assigned an adoption worker who will  
 work with you through the home study process and adoption.

  Once you start the home study, it may take four to six months to complete. 
  The length of time to be matched with a child may depend on the age of a  
 child you are willing to consider. 

  The greatest need is for families for older children and sibling groups.

IS THERE A FEE INVOLVED?
  Minimal fees are associated with adoption through foster care.
  Costs may include court filing fees, medical and legal documentation  
 necessary to complete the adoption.

FAQ
(Frequently Asked Questions)

http://www.artandsouldreams.org


Where does the 
Art&Soul Dreams 
exhibit travel?

 Art Galleries 
 Hospitals 
 Libraries
 Museums 
 Places of Worship

 Restaurants 
 Retail Establishments 
 Salons 
 Schools 
 Special Events

Interested venues please call to schedule an exhibit: 248-227-4643

Join the Movement
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 Follow us on Social Media
 Share the Booklet
 Host an Exhibit
 Volunteer
 Mentor
 Foster
 Adopt

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .eps

Social icon

Rounded square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
https://www.facebook.com/everychildisaworkofart/
https://www.instagram.com/everychildisaworkofart/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/search?q=artandsoulmi&src=typd
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indicates locations  
of Michigan Adoption  
Agencies

Adoption agencies contractd by MDHHS provide adoption services throughout the state  
of Michigan. A full listing of the agencies can be found on www.mare.org

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
https://www.mare.org/
http://www.mare.org
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BECOME A FOSTER PARENT 
  A foster parent provides a temporary loving home for a child(ren) in foster care.  

  The child(ren) may eventually be reunited with their birth parents or placed  

  with a family who will adopt them. 

  Many adoptions through foster care are by foster parents.

BECOME A MENTOR  
  Mentors are caring, stable adults to children who otherwise might not have one  

  in their lives. They are a friend, advocate and supporter who will listen, care and help.

  Mentors and their mentees meet monthly which helps build and strengthen a strong  

  and meaningful relationship.

  Mentors receive training and support along the way.

IDEAS TO CONTRIBUTE IN OTHER WAYS
  Donate a service or resource.

  Do you own a salon and could help make a child feel special with a new  

  haircut or manicure? 

  Teach an art project, give music lessons, teach computer skills or tutor a  

  child in math or reading.

  Become a volunteer at an agency that serves children. 

How Y u Can Help

Good Things 
are Brewing

Your support allows us to honor OUR most resilient and  
courageous youth. Art&Soul Dreams energetically harnesses 
the power of art and activism in order to make visible  
Michigan's childern in foster care who DREAM of a forever 
family. Every cup of our Family Blend coffee delivers more 
than a delicious brew — it strengthens the promise of hope 
for the 13,000 in Michigan's foster care system.

Order online TODAY! www.artandsouldreams.org

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
https://www.artandsouldreams.org/product-page/art-soul-dreams-family-blend-coffee
https://www.artandsouldreams.org/product-page/art-soul-dreams-family-blend-coffee
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The hope our photographers have given is 

what so many of our children cling to in the 

possibility of someday having a forever family of 

their own. Art&Soul Dreams recognizes how 

hard we have all been impacted by the rippling 

effects of Covid-19. We thank these recognized 

photographers as they continue to change lives. 

Each child is partnered with a photographer 

and featured for one year in monthly traveling 

exhibits. These photographers have shared their 

time, talent and passion in hopes of capturing a 

special smile, incredible spirit, the love between 

siblings, or the look of hope in a child’s eyes. 

Thanky u

EVERY CHILD IS A WORK OF ART

DR E A M SJANELLE CHESNUTT
Yale
www.janellechesnuttphotography.com

FELICIA TOLBERT
Oak Park
www.starpointephotography.com

TIM TONACHELLA
Plymouth
Tim Tonachella Photography Facebook

MELISSA COULIER
Detroit
www.melissacoulier.com

ELAYNE GROSS
Oak Park
www.elaynegrossphotography.com

BRITA BROOKES
Detroit
www.britabrookesgraphics.com
www.behance.net/BritaBrookes

WILLIAM DWYER
Oxford

williamdwyer@sbcglobal.net

ELAYNE GROSS
Detroit

www.elaynegrossphotography.com

LISA SPINDLER
Detroit

www.spindlerproject.com

MARLA MICHELE MUST
Birmingham

www.enchantedbymarlamichele.com
www.MMMPortraitArt.com

HANNAH LEPAGE
Detroit

Hannah Lepage Facebook

INGRID EVERT
Bloomfield Hills

@chroniclephotographyllc Instagram
www.chroniclephotographyllc.com

SCOTTIE MAGRO
Wixom

Seeds Studio Photography by Scottie Magro
www.scottiemagro.com

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.janellechesnuttphotography.com
http://www.starpointephotography.com
https://www.facebook.com/tim.tonachella
http://www.melissacoulier.com
http://www.elaynegrossphotography.com
http://www.britabrookesgraphics.com
http://www.behance.net/BritaBrookes
mailto:williamdwyer%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
http://www.elaynegrossphotography.com
http://www.spindlerproject.com
https://www.enchantedbymarlamichele.com
https://www.artandsouldreams.org/product-page/art-soul-dreams-family-blend-coffee
https://www.facebook.com/hnlepage
https://www.instagram.com/chroniclephotographyllc/
https://www.chroniclephotographyllc.com
http://www.scottiemagro.com
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Art&Soul Dreams harnesses the power of art and social awareness to 

generate mindfulness, stimulate dialogue, change perception, and encourage 

positive change around the conversation of children in foster care.

Art&Soul Dreams is motivated to help educate, inspire individuals and 

communities into the conversation we call “Forever Families.”

We accomplish this via art and activism. As this local exhibit travels  

for the next year, we ask you to help locate exhibit venues, adopt or foster  

a child, become a mentor, make a donation, or just help spread the word 

and share the stories of these courageous children.

The success of this mission is based on you, our neighbors and friends, 

both known and unknown. 

Melissa T. Parks
Executive Director and Founder 

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.artandsouldreams.org


On behalf of Art&Soul Dreams and the children in foster 

care, and most importantly the children and families 

that our local agencies serve, we would like to extend our 

deepest gratitude to you for your belief in our work and your 

ongoing support. Every child deserves the love of a family. 

Thank you for opening your heart and soul.

http://www.artandsouldreams.org


THANK Y   U
to Our Sponsors
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P.O. Box 250311 | Franklin Michigan 48025-0311

https://farm-mi.org
https://lutheranchurch.org
https://www.humbledesign.org
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https://theoliverthomas.com/
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
https://www.gormans.com/
https://www.patentco.com/
https://trionworks.com
https://corporatediningconcepts.com

