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The children featured in the exhibit of Art&Soul Dreams are only a small 

number of the children in Michigan who are in need of permanent homes. 

There are approximately 13,000 in foster care across the state at any given 

time. Currently, there are more than 300+ children who don’t have an  

identified adoptive family. They are generally between the ages of 8-17, and 

many have special emotional, intellectual, and/or physical needs. Nearly all 

of them have experienced abuse or neglect. Some of these children have been 

waiting several years for an adoptive family and have had multiple foster care 

and residential placements, resulting in numerous losses and separations. 

The children in this exhibit are beautiful, they have many talents, they hope 

for better tomorrows, they worry about the unknown, they have waited too 

long and they dream of belonging to a family. We are hopeful that as this lovely 

exhibit travels across Michigan, a family will see them and take the next step  

in the adoption process.

We invite you to experience the Art&Soul of these children, develop a  

resolve to share what you see here, and invite others into this conversation  

we call “Forever Families.”

Art&Soul Dreams is a 501(c)3. This initiative is designed to both raise  

awareness and increase the rate of adoption for children in the Michigan  

Foster Care and Adoption system. To achieve this mission, we have generated  

an exceptional traveling photo exhibit where every child is seen as a work  

of ART. The exhibit features photos of children taken by photographers  

recognized for their excellence. Booklets are available at the exhibits to share 

the images and stories as well as their hopes and dreams. It is our goal that 

100% of the children featured will be matched with families, mentors or  

community opportunities. Once seen, we believe the people of Michigan  

will open their hearts to them in this sensitive and compelling exhibit.

Everyone has the power to create durable change on a small and grand  

scale, which motivates Art&Soul Dreams. We are not a housing facility or  

agency. Rather, Art&Soul Dreams partners with the State of Michigan and  

local agencies in shaping our communities to be places that believe  

EVERY CHILD IS A WORK OF ART.

All children need love, guidance, and a sense  
of belonging that only a family can provide.

Every Child
Deserves a H  me

EVERY CHILD IS A WORK OF ART

DR E A M S

YOU CAN HELP!
Share this booklet | Become a mentor or foster parent

Give a child a loving home

The Soul of a Child is Waiting…

WELCOME TO THE FOURTH ANNUAL

Traveling Exhibit
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Acar’Re
WHO is Acar’Re:  A 15-year-old who enjoys his friends, wants to be a pro athlete, likes 

science and math, and wants a caring family.

WHAT is Acar’Re: A 15-year-old who is quiet and not belligerent, gentle but not weak, 

thoughtful, spiritual, full of grace, and wants a caring family.

Look into his eyes, experience his easy smile and ask yourself, “How did he take what he 

endured in his young life to strengthen his faith and fuel his character?”

The answer is he did more than just find people who are role models. Most importantly, 

Acar’Re understands in his core that God has accepted him completely and that he is 

enough. He was made with purpose and is a treasure in His eyes. His value comes from  

God and not earned from the recognition and approval of other people. To quote his favorite 

Christian Rap Artist, Lecrae, “I’m not perfect, but I’m being perfected. And that’s the journey 

of life.” That is the path Acar’Re is on.

This highly evolved young man with an old soul is looking for you but don’t worry. You 

don’t need to be flawless. Just be honest, authentic and simply walk the path beside him.

— Photographed by Bob Beras —

We all know the word “rare” means uncommon, exceptional, unique. Do you know what 

else is rare? When a person’s name so accurately describes who they are. Keep that in mind 

when you have the absolute honor and pleasure to meet Ascenda. 

This remarkably resilient 16-year-old girl will humble you. It’s more than simply learning that 

she aspires for much in her life: to be student body president, a surgeon, and to someday to be a 

foster mom herself. It’s knowing that she has gone through life experiences we may not be able 

to comprehend while ascending to levels beyond expectations. She will not be held back from 

reaching for her destiny. “I’m on this planet to change the world to a better place,” Ascenda 

shares. She says this without ego, but with confidence gifted her through her faith. 

 Ascenda continues her ascension. There is always another branch to reach towards, more 

love to give, more compassion to share, more room to grow. She does all this with an authentic 

smile that melts your heart. Still, Ascenda is a girl looking to belong. “God blessing me with 

a family is going to be really good and I can’t be picky.” She is not picky. All Ascenda desires, 

while she continues along her path, is a second chance to be part of something greater than 

herself. A family to love her for her and for her to love back is her next step in her life journey. 

Yes, Ascenda is rare, a rare gem waiting to be discovered which you may have just found.

— Photographed by Colin McConnell —

Ascenda
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Ladies and gentlemen, meet Davion, an active, 14-year-old, sports enthusiast whose blood 

runs shades of blue seven days a week! Saturday it’s maize and blue for U of M, Sunday it’s 

Honolulu blue and silver for the Lions, with the balance of the week reserved for navy blue 

and white for the Tigers! Is it really any surprise that blue is one of his favorite colors?

When he is not actively cheering on his favorite team, he might be found zipping to one  

of his favorite classes in biology and computer class, or running between the attractions at 

Cedar Point or Kalahari. Davion is on the move knowing his future is bright as he looks 

forward to one day becoming a mechanic or a police officer!

Yes, Davion has been given challenges in his life. As Vince Lombardi once said, “It’s not 

whether you get knocked down; it’s whether you get up.” Davion has gotten up. This young 

man knows that something constructive comes from every challenge. Davion wants to be part 

of the right team for his life’s journey. Perhaps the right one who will help bring out the best in 

him is the one you have. Maybe you will be recruited as his parent/coach, your children as his 

teammates, your dog as the mascot. The trophies he aspires to have one day are not the kind 

that can be put on a shelf, but those called memories shared with a family. His family.

— Photographed by Tim Tonachella —

Darnell Davion
It’s a funny thing about wood. There is seemingly nothing extraordinary to look at a block of 

wood from the outside, but hidden within is the promise of something beautiful.  It is that same 

assurance that inside each of us resides the potential of magnificence. Please meet Darnell, a kind 

and caring 16-year-old. Recently, he had the opportunity to explore the practice of woodworking 

by making a custom-made maple pen. He learned of the extraordinary skill of woodcarving with 

the exciting truth that once cut, there is no going back. Why did he take to it so well? Maybe he 

connected with the same sense of discovery of what is unseen within him. He, like all of us, is 

unique for all that is hidden just waiting to be revealed by the right woodworker.

To say Darnell is an ordinary teen is to say a guitar is just a piece of wood with strings, or 

the works of Hemingway are just sheets of paper with printed ink. Yes, he loves sports, board 

games, and music. He wants a family to experience life with, to grow up and become a police 

officer. But look below the surface. Is there anything in a caterpillar that says it will become  

a butterfly? Or in a block of wood that it was destined to evolve into a “Darnell original”  

one-of-a-kind pen? Or in a kind, caring, wonderful teenager that will develop into an  

extraordinary young man? Darnell wants a family. He wants you. He knows a tree without 

roots is just a piece of wood. Darnell intuitively knows the importance of the foundation 

given by a family.  He is simply waiting, for the right worker of wood to come along and  

see the hidden treasure inside him waiting to be discovered.

— Photographed by William Dwyer —
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Emma

Emma amazes you! Sure, she is typical of other young teens in how she likes Harry Potter, 

ketchup on her fries, and nail polish. Emma also strongly believes cake of any kind, pink 

cotton candy, and gummy bears are a perfect finish to a meal-any meal. 

She is a funny adventurous girl who genuinely appreciates the opportunity to be outside 

hiking or going to Mackinac and watching boats float by effortlessly. Watch her as she 

relishes a gentle breeze along the water as it quietly blows the hair across her face while also 

pushing ships to an unknown destination-just like her future.

Then the surprise comes as she gives you a peek into the depth of her character.

At the ripe age of 15, Emma knows the world is larger than what she sees. Emma discovers 

lands far away by traveling through her imagination. She will invite you to explore the world  

of her emotions and experiences revealed through her thoughtful poetry. 

Just like how having water in a boat is a problem but under it becomes support, she has 

taken life’s challenges and chosen to not be weighted down from the experiences but use it 

to move her onward to the next destination. She knows that life events have been a test.  

The hope, her hope, is the promise of a new beginning with a forever family who will love  

her absolutely with the same assurance of a new sunrise waiting just over the next horizon. 

— Photographed by Pam Schofield — 

Meet beautiful Isabella. At just 16 years, this high school student naturally radiates an 

inner beauty as striking as her outward loveliness.

Gentle kindness creates its own glow, as can be seen when she lights up her world every 

time she enters a room. She smiles, she laughs, and so shall you. Isabella may at first seem shy, 

but you soon realize she is simply holding back her awesomeness! This amazingly grounded, 

spiritual teen loves all things pineapple, shopping, travel, and helping others.

Like the other children in her position, the puzzle pieces of her younger life were  

disconnected. Through her own strength of character and the assistance of a family, those 

same pieces will fall into place. Isabella wants a family, a chance to create unique moments 

and special memories. The love of a family isn’t measured as one big thing. It’s the many little 

things having that kind of connection can bring. Camping, cooking, playing board games, 

and the many other small events that bring joy to Isabella are moments to share, perhaps 

with you. This may be the moment you realize the impact you can have by making the rest  

of Isabella’s life the best of her life.

— Photographed by Lindsay Schweickart — 

Isabella
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Quick! What would 11-year-old YOU answer for why you like Christmas? You most likely 

would shout, “Presents!” Why does Jaquez like Christmas?  “Because it’s God’s birthday,” he 

answers with quiet assurance. 

Seriously? As you catch your breath, please meet this amazing boy who likes to be called 

J.Q. From the first moment you meet him, his balance of humility and self-confidence will 

impress you. He lives his life with a joyful demeanor- polite, kind, and gentlemanly. When 

asked how he sees himself, J.Q. easily replies, “I’m a great kid and good at lots of things, a 

great friend, and am nice to everyone.”  Yet J.Q. is still all boy, as he loves to ride bikes, shoot 

some hoop, build cities out of Legos, and play video games!

Still, he knows there is more out there waiting for him. He wants what other kids have and 

doesn’t want to miss out on those simple but profoundly special family moments. J.Q. wants 

to go camping, help pitch a tent, and catch a fish. He dreams of a family, of being a brother, 

of walking the family dog, and going to Ohio because he has never been there. They may all 

sound like small dreams, but today they are still just that.

But just maybe, all that is about to change for J.Q. Perhaps as you read this, you realize  

how you can make these dreams of his become a reality! Imagine for one moment how 

extraordinary it would be for J.Q. to celebrate God’s birthday with the greatest gift he could 

hope for — becoming part of your family.

— Photographed by Brian Day — 

Jayden

The Legion of Boom was the nickname given to the Seattle Seahawks’ defense. For years, 

an impressive player on that line was Kam Chancellor, who also happens to be the idol for 

the equally impressive, 13-year-old Jayden. Like Jayden, what made the Legion of Boom  

special was not their size or speed. It was their heart. Jayden shares that same temperament, 

that heart, in his core with all he does. Whether this bright young man is drawing characters 

from his favorite video games, debating a topic, or playing his favorite sports, Jayden’s kindly 

nature serves only to enhance his innately passionate disposition. 

 There is no doubt Jayden has an exciting future ahead of him as he aspires to be “a police 

officer to stop crime.” Today, however, his wants and needs are simple: a mom and dad, a dog or 

cat, a yard to play catch in, and going out to eat as a family in a restaurant. Jayden says, “I’m just 

looking for a good family to take care of me.” He has experienced much in 13 years, but he may 

discover that sometimes challenges occur only to put him on a path to the best things that will 

ever happen. You may be that best thing. You too may discover how someone can unexpectedly 

come into your life, take your heart by surprise, and change your life forever. You just might 

realize that today is the beginning of everything.

— Photographed by Heather Saunders —

Jaquez
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Kaleb runs. It’s what he does and who he is. Running is his joy, his therapy, his life. Why 

would a pre-teen with his current circumstances be attracted to running? Think about it. 

Running gives Kaleb freedom. In a world where his life has been impacted greatly far beyond 

his control, it’s running where he finds peace. He chooses his direction, his tempo, and his 

thoughts. Kaleb decides which hills to climb and the sights to see with nothing more than his 

own courageous determination and the shoes on his feet. In fact, running gifted Kaleb with 

enough clarity to keep chasing his dream to be a cross-country coach someday. Coaches, like 

teachers, bring out the potential in others. So Kaleb runs.

Not surprisingly then, this curious 12-year-old also wants to be a science teacher. Just as 

Kaleb discovers the world through his running, that inquisitive nature carries through in 

his passion for science and thirst for discovery in the classroom. Yet like life, like a race, not 

every experiment works out successfully. Kaleb has learned to see these moments as another 

starting line, another new beginning. However, today you have the opportunity to open your 

heart and give Kaleb a new finish line to run towards, a forever family to call his own.

— Photographed by Italia Milan — 

Jennifer

Kaleb

There is the old adage, “Good things come to those who wait.” That is not good enough 

for 13-year-old Jennifer. She would rewrite that to say, “Great things come to those who get 

off their behind and do whatever it takes to make something happen.” This teen continues 

to amaze those fortunate enough to know her! She’s smart (coding is her favorite subject and 

makes a habit of being on the honor roll), she’s artistic, and she’s polite. In short, she’s one 

remarkable girl! Is Jennifer perfect? Not quite. She does want to improve her handwriting. 

Did I mention funny?

Albert Einstein said long ago, “Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow…” 

This is the mantra of Jennifer’s life. Life took a turn for her, but she understands that in the 

middle of difficult challenges lies an opportunity. Today she works hard at school, plays hard 

through her passions for Lego building, art, reading, and Minecraft, and dreams hard for her 

future. All she does, all she is, has made a fascinating first few chapters of her life’s story. 

What has yet to be written, however, you can help write. Today, Jennifer waits to be adopted 

so she can “actually have a family.” Jennifer may be one small part of the universe, but you 

can help complete her world as she completes yours.

— Photographed by Patrick Gloria — 
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Kenneth
Malaisa

True Grit is more than a movie from yesteryear. It perfectly describes the character of 

striking 15-year-old, Malaisa. Just like you when you were her age, she enjoys getting her nails 

done, checking out the latest movie, and heading out to grab a bite at her favorite restaurant. 

But she is so much more than that!

Her grit, her determination creates the foundation for the many successes in her young  

life. Sure, making the honor roll at school again is a worthy goal, but it simply reflects her 

mindset. Malaisa recognizes her potential. She understands that her current circumstances 

don’t indicate how far she can go in life. They simply determine her starting point. While 

events beyond her control have happened to her, she doesn’t dwell on them. Instead, her 

determined outlook on life motivates her to focus on what to do next. That is true grit.

This young leader sets herself apart as she effortlessly assumes the role of mentor to  

younger children, a sincere listener to friends, and problem solver to those in need. But even 

leaders need leaders and that is where you come in. Colin Powell once said, “A dream doesn’t 

become reality through magic. It takes sweat, determination, and hard work.”  Malaisa has 

done what she can to make happen her dream of finding a forever family to love, listen, and 

care for her. Do you have true grit to make this a reality? Malaisa is worth it. 

— Photographed by Elayne Gross — 

As the saying goes, “Smile, and the world smiles with you.” It doesn’t matter where you 

come from or what you look like. We all show joy in the same language. Meet Kenneth,  

a 14-year-old who cheerfully and generously shares a smile or two.

This energetic, genuinely happy young guy fits the bill for a typical teen. He enjoys 

hanging out with friends, eating another slice of pizza, and perfecting his basketball game! 

For Kenneth, the synergies between basketball and life are many. Basketball is a game to be 

played and perfected over time. Learning opportunities on the court as he polishes his game, 

in school studying his favorite subject, math, and at home are readily absorbed. True, math 

has taught Kenneth to think, but it is the love he willingly shares with the world that has 

taught him to smile.

Kenneth is rich in wonderful ways because he understands that while a genuine heartfelt  

grin is free, it’s priceless to those he shares them with. Out of the 7+ billion smiles in the world, 

his may be your favorite. Give him the ultimate reason to smile by giving him someone to call 

mom or dad!

— Photographed by Rashaun Rucker —
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Robert
Is this your time to discover the ocean of love you have to share? As you reflect on that, 

the undeniably unchanging truth still stands strong that ALL kids regardless of circumstances 

need love, hope, and someone who believes they are worthy. All children deserve the  

opportunity to experience joy in their lives.

Meet Robert, a wonderfully happy and affectionate 13-year-old boy who has been gifted 

with challenges. Isn’t it a blessing that no two people are alike, that there isn’t a box we all 

need to somehow fit in? Robert is a special jewel of a boy who reminds us that it’s our  

differences that need to be celebrated! In spite of everything, he finds joy playing the jokester, 

giving hugs, sharing a smile, and helping others. Like other teens, he too has aspirations of 

becoming a police officer when he gets older. He believes in himself and it is our job to  

encourage him to never stop trying! The exciting possibility is that while Robert is exactly 

who he should be, by opening your heart to him you just might discover the potential that 

resides in you. Not only might you change his world, he just might change yours.

— Photographed by Amber Zakala —

Greek mythology was created to explain what couldn’t be understood. Are you surprised 

to find out that a youth in foster care might be drawn to it in order to give meaning to their 

world? Meet Ryker, a 15-year-old with a thirst for history, technology, sports, as well as a long 

and growing list of other interests. 

Once you get to know Ryker, you can see him hanging out with the Greek immortals, and 

most likely Apollo because of their curiously similar personalities. Apollo was the God of  

music, arts, knowledge, and healing-definitely sounds like Ryker. Both are handsome, athletic, 

and wise, but never dull! Each has a clear idea of right and wrong, of law and order, which is 

why Ryker can certainly envision himself joining the military to protect others. Because of 

his varied interests, he also sees himself ultimately as a scientist, artist, architect, or anything 

in the IT field. Apollo must be shaking in his toga with all the talent this young man holds!

But even the Greek Gods need mothers and fathers, and so does Ryker. He is ready to have 

that special someone(s) guide him as he grows, share life experiences to shorten his learning 

curve, and help him along his path as he develops into adulthood. The only special powers 

you need for Ryker is a willingness to open your hand and heart.

— Photographed by Christopher Morgan — 

Ryker
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Adoption Navigator program is offered through Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange 

at www.mare.org. Adoption Navigators are experienced adoptive parents who offer guidance 

and personal knowledge to potential adoptive families. The Adoption Navigators have many 

years of parenting experience, adopted a number of children, and have knowledge of foster 

care, infant and older, and domestic and international adoption procedures.

Families who contact MARE for initial adoption information will be given the option to 

work with an Adoption Navigator to help guide them through the process. This is a free and 

voluntary service.

Michigan Adoption Resource Exchange | 800-586-6273 | www.mare.org

HOW TO NAVIGATE WWW.MARE.ORG WEBSITE:
  The Advanced Search button on the View Waiting Children link lets you  

  search by gender, age, race and levels of functioning.

  Under the Find a Licensed Agency link, you can look for resources for foster care,  

  child welfare adoptions, infant and international adoptions. 

  On the Events Calendar, you can find training sessions held across Michigan,  

  including orientations and adoptive parent support group meetings. 

Michigan Adoption
Resource Exchange

At the young age of five, because of poor choices made by my biological parents, I was 

placed in an orphanage and then moved into foster care with three different homes for the 

next seven years. I often wondered, “Where is God in all of this?” But like everything God 

does, it was all in His perfect timing. At the age of twelve I was adopted! Family fun, family  

traditions and values, and even family rivalries were a welcome addition to a life previously 

void of family. I instantly became the oldest child in a home with 4 kids, three of us having 

been adopted. I am so thankful for my mother and father’s “yes” to God’s plan.  

Today I am married to my best friend of 30 years and I have been blessed with four  

beautiful children, and our family continues to grow. My oldest daughter is expecting our first 

grandbaby in December and we have “adopted” three other beautiful girls through some of 

our children’s relationships! Just before my father passed away in March 2008, he reminded 

me of the words every child wants to hear, “I chose you!” It’s my prayer that every child gets 

to hear those words and experience the love of a family!

— Photographed by Jen Prouty —

Simeon Sponsler

Success St  ry

Arielle is a resilient and amazing 

Foster Youth In Transition speak-

er. She helps motivate and educate 

the youth transitioning out of foster 

care. She shared her heartfelt and 

inspiring story at the Orion Art 

Center exhibit in July 2019.

Arielle
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WHO CAN ADOPT? 
  Must be 18 years of age - married or single.
  Must have sufficient income- you can own or rent your home.
  Must provide a child with love and stability.
  You do not have to have children of your own.
  Must participate in an orientation and training to begin the adoption process.

WHAT KIND OF INCOME MUST AN ADOPTIVE PARENT HAVE?
  Sufficient income to meet a child’s needs. 
  Most adoptive parents receive financial assistance. Eligibility is determined  
 by the MDHHS Adoption & Guardianship Assistance Office.

  In many cases, children are eligible for continued Medicaid after adoption.  

WHAT IS A HOME STUDY?
  Knowledge, preparation, and communication are the keys to successfully  
 completing a home study. 

  A home study is conducted after you complete an orientation class and an  
 application to adopt or foster. 

  In addition, there are screening references, training requirements, and criminal  
 history/background checks.

HOW LONG WILL THE ADOPTION PROCESS TAKE?
  When you contact an agency, you will be assigned an adoption worker who will  
 work with you through the home study process and adoption.

  Once you start the home study, it may take four to six months to complete. 
  The length of time to be matched with a child may depend on the age of a  
 child you are willing to consider. 

  The greatest need is for families for older children and sibling groups.

IS THERE A FEE INVOLVED?
  Minimal fees are associated with adoption through foster care.
  Costs may include court filing fees, medical and legal documentation  
 necessary to complete the adoption.

WHERE DOES THE ART&SOUL DREAMS EXHIBIT TRAVEL?

FAQ
(Frequently Asked Questions)

Art Galleries  Hospitals  Libraries  Museums  Places of Worship
Restaurants  Retail Establishments  Salons  Schools  Special Events

Interested venues please call to schedule an exhibit: 248-227-4643

Childhood experiences, both positive and negative, have tremendous influence on  

lifelong health and opportunity. Early experiences are an important public health issue.  

This foundational research is referred to as Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs).

Learn about preventing ACE’s, their effects on our community, and help guide the  

conversation in how local efforts can build a resilient Michigan. The good news is resilience 

can bring back health and hope!

  Michigan ACE Initiative on Facebook @MichiganACE 

  Michigan Association of Health Plans http://MAHP.org  

  Aces Connection www.acesconnection.com 

Adverse Childhood  
Experiences (ACEs)

CASA Volunteer
(Court Appointed Special Advocate)

Julie Work, a trained CASA volunteer advocate, 

has been appointed by the court to provide oversight 

of foster care cases while advocating for children  

who have experienced abuse and/or neglect. Every 

child who comes into Family Court is vulnerable,  

experiencing feelings of loss and uncertainty. Volunteer 

advocates like Julie provide the court with critical  

information to help them ensure that each child’s 

rights and needs are being met while in foster 

care. CASA volunteers help jurists develop a fuller 

picture of each child’s life. Their advocacy enables 

judges and referees to make the most well-informed 

decision for each child. Care House of Oakland 

County is where Julie was trained.  

Learn more at www.carehouse.org

— Photographed by Erin Bell —
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Adoption agencies contractd by MDHHS provide adoption services throughout the state of 
Michigan. A full listing of the agencies can be found on www.mare.org

Michigan post secondary schools that offer assistance to students who were in foster care. 
These programs can make a life-changing difference to students who are interested  
in pursuing a college degree, and can help guide those affected by  

ACEs on the path to resiliency. 

ASSISTANCE MAY INCLUDE:
  Tuition    Campus Support    Individualized Educational Plan  
  Campus Housing    24-hour Campus Coach    Meal Plan 

Post Secondary Schools 

MID-MICHIGAN
• Lansing Community College, Lansing
  —Fostering Stars
• Michigan State University, East Lansing
  —FAME 

WEST MICHIGAN
• Aquinas College, Grand Rapids
  —Fostering Success Scholarship
• Ferris University, Big Rapids
  —Ferris Youth Initiative (FYI)
• Grand Rapids Community College
  —GRCC Campus Champion
• Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids
  —Fostering Laker Success
• Kalamazoo Valley Community College, 

Kalamazoo
  —Campus Support 
• Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo
  —Sieta Scholars Program

NORTHERN MICHIGAN
• Northern Michigan University, Marquette
  —NMU Campus Champion
• Lake Superior State University,  

Sault Ste. Marie
  —LSSU Campus Champion

NORTHWEST MICHIGAN
• Northwestern Michigan College, Traverse City
  —yourNMC 

SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN
• Lake Michigan College, Benton Harbor 
  —Start to Finish

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
• College for Creative Studies, Detroit
  —Designated Campus Champion (DCC)

• Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti
  —MAGIC 
• Michigan Technological University,  

Houghton
  —MTU Campus Champion
• Oakland University, Rochester
  —Oakland Campus Champion
• University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
  —Blavin Scholars
• Washtenaw Community College  

District, Ann Arbor
  —Scholars Motivated to Advocate
     & Realize their Talents (SMART) 
• Wayne State University, Detroit
  —Champions Aspiring to Make  

    Pathways to Success (CHAMPS)
• Wayne County Community College District
  —SMART Program

THE THUMB
• Saginaw Valley State University & 

Delta College, Saginaw
  —F.A.S.T. 
• University of Michigan - Flint
      —MPowering My Success 

To find out more please visit  
www.fosteringsuccessmichigan.com

SKILLED TRADES IN MICHIGAN
The Going Pro website helps people find  
nearby schools and training facilities for a 
variety of skilled trades careers and features 
“day in the life” videos featuring web developers, 
electricians and more.

To find out more please visit www.going-pro.com 

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.fosteringsuccessmichigan.com
https://www.going-pro.com/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=Cpc&utm_campaign=GudDR
http://www.going-pro.com

https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs


TEDxRHPL talk being given by Melissa T. Parks, titled, Every Child is a Work of Art
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BECOME A FOSTER PARENT 
  A foster parent provides a temporary loving home for a child(ren) in foster care.  

  The child(ren) may eventually be reunited with their birth parents or placed  

  with a family who will adopt them. 

  Many adoptions through foster care are by foster parents.

BECOME A MENTOR  
  Mentors are caring, stable adults to children who otherwise might not have one  

  in their lives. They are a friend, advocate and supporter who will listen, care and help.

  Mentors and their mentees meet monthly which helps build and strengthen a strong  

  and meaningful relationship.

  Mentors receive training and support along the way.

IDEAS TO CONTRIBUTE IN OTHER WAYS
  Donate a service or resource.

  Do you own a salon and could help make a child feel special with a new  

  haircut or manicure? 

  Teach an art project, give music lessons, teach computer skills or tutor a  

  child in math or reading.

  Become a volunteer at an agency that serves children. 

JOIN THE ART&SOUL DREAMS MOVEMENT 
  Follow us on Social Media

  Share the Booklet   Mentor

  Host an Exhibit   Foster

  Volunteer   Adopt

How Y u Can Help
We thank these award winning photographers 

as they continue to change lives. Each child is 

partnered with a photographer and featured for 

one year in a monthly traveling exhibit. These 

photographers have shared their time, talent 

and passion in hopes of capturing a special smile, 

incredible spirit, the love between siblings, or 

the look of hope in a child’s eyes. 

Thanky u

EVERY CHILD IS A WORK OF ART

DR E A M SPATRICK GLORIA
Clinton Township
Gloriouso Photography LLC
gloriousophoto@comcast.net

COLIN McCONNELL
Detroit
www.detroitrespect.com

HEATHER SAUNDERS
Detroit
www.heathersaundersphotography.com

JEN PROUTY
Plymouth
www.jenprouty.com

ERIN BELL
Detroit
www.erinjphotos.com

INGRID EVERT
Bloomfield Hills
Ingridevert731@gmail.com

RASHAUN RUCKER
Detroit
www.rashaunrucker.com

ELAYNE GROSS
Detroit
www.elaynegrossphotography.com

CHRISTOPHER MORGAN
Detroit

www.cmorganphoto.com

TIM TONACHELLA
Detroit

Tim Tonachella Facebook

PAM SCHOFIELD
Bloomfield Hills

www.pamschofield.com

AMBER ZAKALA
Jackson

Amber Zakala Photography Facebook

ITALIA MILLAN
Detroit

www.italiamillan.com

WILLIAM DWYER
Oxford

www.pontiacarts.org
williamdwyer@sbcglobal.net

BRIAN DAY
Detroit

www.brianday.org

BOB BERAS
Detroit

www.digitalbobo.wixsite.com

LINDSAY SCHWEICKERT
Detroit

www.lindsaykphotography.smugmug.com

https://www.ted.com/talks/melissa_parks_every_child_is_a_work_of_art
https://www.ted.com/talks/melissa_parks_every_child_is_a_work_of_art
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
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mailto:gloriousophoto@comcast.net
http://www.detroitrespect.com
http://www.heathersaundersphotography.com
http://www.jenprouty.com
http://www.erinjphotos.com
mailto:Ingridevert731@gmail.com
http://www.rashaunrucker.com
http://www.elaynegrossphotography.com
http://www.cmorganphoto.com
http://Tim Tonachella Photography
http://www.pamschofield.com
http://https://www.facebook.com/AmberZakalaPhotography/?__tn__=%2Cd%2CP-R&eid=ARBK5pFKY0iel3DJu_ezmbG_DEnscstQrfzn7OCw3znQ_ntNo_d-gZaZLcMJcmZKvkF1knRpv5cNnhCa
http://www.italiamillan.com
http://www.pontiacarts.org
mailto:williamdwyer@sbcglobal.net
http://www.brianday.org
http://www.digitalbobo.wixsite.com
http://www.lindsaykphotography.smugmug.com
https://www.facebook.com/everychildisaworkofart/
https://www.instagram.com/everychildisaworkofart/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/search?q=artandsoulmi&src=typd
http://
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Art&Soul Dreams harnesses the power of art and social awareness to 

generate mindfulness, stimulate dialogue, change perception, and encourage 

positive change around the conversation of children in foster care.

Art&Soul Dreams is motivated to help educate, inspire individuals and 

communities into the conversation we call “Forever Families.”

We accomplish this via art and activism. As this local exhibit travels  

for the next year, we ask you to help locate exhibit venues, adopt or foster  

a child, become a mentor, make a donation, or just help spread the word 

and share the stories of these courageous children.

The success of this mission is based on you, our neighbors and friends, 

both known and unknown. 

— Photographed by Ingrid Evert —

On behalf of Art&Soul Dreams and the children in foster 

care, and most importantly the children and families 

that our local agencies serve, we would like to extend our 

deepest gratitude to you for your belief in our work and your 

ongoing support. Every child deserves the love of a family. 

Thank you for opening your heart and soul.

Melissa T. Parks
Executive Director and Founder 

http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://artandsouldreams.org
http://artandsouldreams.org
http://artandsouldreams.org
http://www.artandsouldreams.org
http://artandsouldreams.org


THANK Y   U
to Our Sponsors

www.artandsouldreams.org

P.O. Box 250311
Franklin Michigan 48025-0311

http://artandsouldreams.org
https://www.facebook.com/everychildisaworkofart/
https://www.instagram.com/everychildisaworkofart/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/search?q=artandsoulmi&src=typd
http://www.artandsouldream.org
https://www.humbledesign.org
https://www.gormans.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI8727lNeC5AIVGYvICh1idA_UEAAYASAAEgKOKfD_BwE
https://trionworks.com
https://www.dmc.org/our-locations/sinai-grace-hospital
https://www.google.com/search?client=safari&rls=en&q=corporate+dining+concepts&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-8
http://lutheranchurch.org
https://janinetoundaian.howardhanna.com
https://www.patentco.com
https://farm-mi.org
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